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1) “Noteworthy and Marvelous: The Miracles of Santa Maria Maggiore of Treviso”

The Marian shrine of Santa Maria Maggiore of Treviso was typical of hundreds of sacred sites across Italy.  A medieval image of the Virgin Mary became a focus of local devotion, leading to the construction of a church to house the miraculous icon.  In the 1530s the church’s sacristan wrote a history of the shrine supplemented by the most noteworthy miracles reported to him.  The history placed the local shrine within the grand narrative of Christian history, and the marvelous events testified to the continued protection and intervention of God and the Virgin Mary.  In 1597 a history of the miraculous image was published, but not all of the miracles were reported.  How the miraculous testimonies in the manuscript were reordered and edited for the printed book is significant, for it reveals that the interpretation and transmission of the sacred was influenced by the medium of printed books.

1) "Degno di nota e Marvelous: I miracoli di Santa Maria Maggiore di 

Treviso " 

Il santuario mariano di Santa Maria Maggiore di Treviso è stato tipico di 

centinaia di luoghi sacri in tutta Italia. Una immagine medievale della Vergine 

Maria è diventata un centro di devozione locale, che porta alla costruzione di un 

chiesa a casa la miracolosa icona. In 1530s sagrestano della chiesa 

ha scritto una storia del santuario completata dal più degno di nota 

miracoli riferito a lui. La storia locale santuario posto all'interno della 

grande racconto della storia cristiana, e la meravigliosa testimonianza eventi 

per la costante protezione e di intervento di Dio e la Vergine Maria. 

Nel 1597 la storia della miracolosa immagine è stata pubblicata, ma non tutti 

i miracoli sono stati segnalati. Come miracolosa testimonianze in 

manoscritto sono stati riordinati e cura per il libro stampato è significativo, 

rivela che per l'interpretazione e la trasmissione del sacro è stato 

influenzata dal mezzo di libri stampati.
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2) "The Virgin among Virgins: Suor Deodata Malvasia and the

Madonna di San Luca”

In legend, the Madonna di San Luca was entrusted to a group of hermitesses on the Monte delle Guardia outside Bologna in 1160.  After the emergence of the icon in the fifteenth century as an important part of Bologna’s civic religion, the histories of the Madonna and the nunnery that began on the Monte della Guardia were intertwined.  In a seventeenth-century chronicle about the icon and the convent, Deodata Malvasia, a nun of San Luca, follows the general narrative structure of earlier accounts. However, she departs from these other works in some important ways that can give insight into Deodata’s ideas about the role of her community in civic life. In particular, she invokes  Biblical and classical examples to emphasize the sacredness of the location on the mountain, as well as the strategic importance of the icon and the women who guarded it in protecting the city from enemies.
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3) “Early Modern Mary Between Fire and Flood”

In the 1630s and 1640s, two local Marian cults, one at Guadalupe, Mexico and the other at Forlì, Italy, began to flourish.  Though separated by the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, these two cults bear a number of striking resemblances.  Both were founded on local miracles that had taken place a century or more earlier.  Both these originary miracles featured images made without human hands.  And both these images were installed in the cathedrals of their respective locales in the mid-1630s.  Using pictures, documents, and printed books from the fifteenth through seventeenth centuries, I examine the Virgin of Guadalupe and Forlì’s Madonna of the Fire in terms of the signal miracles that established the local cults in 1531 and 1428 respectively, the relative textual silence that followed until the mid-1630s, and the events, including the Mexican floods of the 1630s, that then catalyzed the remarkable growth of both cults. This comparison allows a discussion of local cults far from centers of ecclesiastical power such as Madrid or Rome, and a consideration of the respective roles held by “locals” and “strangers” in these cults.
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