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Project: 

A Critical Edition of Quarto Libro dei Miracoli di Santa Maria Maggiore di Treviso.  Manuscript 646, Biblioteca comunale di Treviso.

Word Count: 40,000 (text)

Rationale and Description:

The church and miraculous shrine of Santa Maria Maggiore have been at the center of Treviso’s devotion since the Middle Ages.  Following a devastating fire in 1528, the sacristan, a Augustinian regular canon from San Salvatore in Venice, began the fourth book of miracles.  (The previous three had been destroyed in the fire.)  A critical edition of this unique manuscript would make an important contribution to the religious history of the Veneto and provide a rare view into the religious world of the first decades of the sixteenth century.

The Quarto Libro dei Miracoli di Santa Maria Maggiore di Treviso contains 64 folios (128 pages).  The first part of the manuscript (17 folios) recounts the story of Treviso and the church of Santa Maria Maggiore.  The second part records the miracles (approximately 130) attributed to the miraculous image of the Blessed Virgin Mary in a side chapel of the church.  The historical account of the first part is important because it is cited in every history of Santa Maria Maggiore, a church of political and social importance for the city.  The second part of the manuscript records memories and first-hand accounts of miracles, the earliest dating to 1494 but the majority from the early 1530s.

A number of the miracles from the manuscript have been transcribed, translated into Italian, and published twice, once in 1597 and again1697.  Both of these books are extremely rare, and both lack many of the details and the vernacular language of the manuscript.  Two of the miracles have also been studied intensively by a relatively small group of clergy and art historians.  The manuscript was used in the canonization process of San Girolamo Miani (d. 1537); thus, the Somaschi have thoroughly studied and examined this one miracle.  They have, however, basically ignored the rest of the manuscript.  The other miracles, more precisely folios, that have received scholarly attention are those with miniatures by Giulio Clovio (d. 1578), who credited the Virgin Mary of Treviso with a miraculous cure.  Art historians, like the Somaschi, have neglected the rest of the manuscript.  In sum, a critical edition of the Quarto Libro would be an important contribution to the religious history of the Veneto and garner interest from a number of disciplines.

As supplements to the transcribed text, I could provide an extensive introduction to the manuscript, including new research regarding the contested authorship of the text, and a database of priors and sacristans of Santa Maria Maggiore for at least thirty years, the most active period for the recording of miracles.  The text should also include several images and photographs.

Summary of Major Themes:

1) Religious history of Veneto

2) Miracle of San Girolamo Miani (first recorded miracle)

3) History of Art, miniatures by Giulio (Giorgio) Clovio

4) Contribution to history of Marian shrines in the Veneto

Tables and Graphs:

1) Chronology of Santa Maria Maggiore

2) Priors and sacristans of Santa Maria Maggiore (1520-1550)

3) Priors of San Salvatore of Venice (1500-1600)

Scholarly Appendices:

1) Concordance between the manuscript (130 miracles) and to later editions (1597 and 1697)

2) Glossaries: general, maritime, anatomical
3) Index: names, places, and themes
4) Bibliography

Example of Miracle and Transcription:

[42v-43r]

1533 a di 5 febraro. 

Come uno visentin fo liberato di peste et di una ferita.

Non est brevata manus domini.  Mai cessa la bonta divina proveder con diversi effetti al’humano sexo maxime verso quelli che con fidel e divoto affetto dimanda la gratia sua come fo a Maestro Isepo calderaro in Vicenza.  Essendo morto di peste Patre, matre, doe sorelle, et tutto lo resto di fameglia, colui solo restato.  Espettando etiam lui de hora in hora la morte, et con gran fede e divotion domandava lo divin aiuto che certo l’humano gli era mancanto totalmente.  Faccendo voto venir a posta qui a questa miracolosa madonna e presentar una staoa d’argento et far dire messe per il miracolo della vergine maria.  Et peste fo liberato.  Anchora hebbe un altra gratia che essendo ferito d’una spada su la testa bota mortal fece unaltro voto a questa madonna per divina disposion et gli medici l’haveano dato per morto per quella mortal ferita et satisfece ad ambi voti.

