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' A Book on How All Ought to Prepare Themselves for Deat
mus says in this letter that he
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had been occupied with such a work eve
mus’ anticipation of Lord Thomas
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Erasmus’ essay stands in the tradition of tracts which =§ | wit
‘art of dying’ (ars moriendi), one of the earliest of which is par fi E
son’s Opus tripartitum, composed circa 1408. The main focus of o
century Artes moriendi was on the importance of the time of death for ¢
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but, as the title indicates, Erasmus, like others before him, stresses t
need for an upright and righteous life as necessary preparation for «
evitable end. As Carlos Eire points out, “The Ars Moriendi . . . is trans
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Into an Ars Vivendi and it becomes a manual to be read nbt?;i &
ment of death, but throughout the course of one’s life 2 The topic il
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